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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
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Its All about the Roots
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS
here we put down our spiritual roots matters. For some, the old adage “Bloom where you are planted” may
offer wisdom; however, the prophet Jeremiah reminds us that if we find ourselves planted in a lava bed or

a salty and empty land, we won’t do much blooming. We’ll be no more than a shriveled, barren bush. So, where we
plant our inner spiritual lives makes a difference.

This week’s gospel may seem to sap all the joy out of life. Woe if you have money to spend, a banquet to feast
on, fun and laughter to dress up your days. Woe to you, it seems to caution, because when you die, the opposite
will be your lot. What’s so wrong, we wonder, with having cash in our pockets, food on our tables,and a good time
once in a while? Life can be downright dreary otherwise.

The answer, of course, is that there is nothing wrong with any of that—unless that’s where we put down our
roots. In other words, if that’s what life is all about, sooner or later, we are likely to discover we have become a
barren bush standing in lava waste. Jesus didn’t come to suck the joy out of life but to give us a heads up on how
to live a life that is full. He hoped we might avoid the lure that can become a wasteland. He hoped we might
become “like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream” (Jeremiah 17:8).

Reflect

Where are your roots? Are you growing and thriving?
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Mass Schedule & Intentions

We welcome our parishioners and visitors who have come to St. Michael's to worship this weekend.
May you be blessed by your presence here today.

MINISTRIES... MASSINTENTIONS...

FEBRUARY 15/16TH - THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 15/16TH - THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1(5)(1););-3\1\\/;| Lectorf Karen Marsh EM: Peter Marsh 5:00PM  For the Intentions of St. Michael’s Parishioners

: Lector:  Willie Forbes EM: Joyce Lee 10:15AM  For the ongoing success of the Cease Fire in the Middle East

Collection: Pat Robinson

FEBRUARY 22/23rd - THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 22/23rd - THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

5:00PM Lector: Laura DeFrias EM: Karen Marsh 5:00PM  For the Parishioners of St. Michael’s

10:15AM  Lector:  Pat Robinson EM: Willie Forbes 10:15AM  Deolinda & Manuel Pacheco & their Son, Victor

Collection: Carlos DeFrias

February 1/2 COLLECTION: $668.00.00
NEXT WEEK WILL BE OUR MONTHLY SECOND COLLECTION

= ) FOR MAINTENANCE
= THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE
to St. Michael’s Church’s: BNTB Account # 2000 6060 081824 100.
YOUR Weekly, monthly or quarterly transaction is appreciated.

Bishops Corner...

Dear Fellow-Catholics,

Pope Francis named the first woman to head a major Vatican office by appointing an Italian nun, Sister Simona Brambilla, to become
Prefect of the department responsible for all the Catholic Church’s religious orders. The appointment marks a major step in Francis’ aim
to give women more leadership roles in governing the church. While women have been named to number two spots in some Vatican
offices, never before has a woman been named Prefect of a Dicastery or Congregation of the Holy See Curia, the central governing
organ of the Catholic Church.

The office is one of the most important in the Vatican. Known officially as the Dicastery for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life,
it is responsible for every religious order, from the Jesuits and Franciscans to the Mercy nuns and smaller newer movements. The appointment means that a
woman is now responsible for the women who do much of the church’s work, the world’s 600,000 Catholic nuns, as well as the 129,000 Catholic priests who
belong to religious orders.

Pope Francis then announced that, starting in March, Sister Raffaella Petrini will become President of the Vatican Governorate. This means that she will direct
the administration of the temporal goods of the Apostolic See, where all of the Vatican’s investment decisions are made.

This marks another significant appointment of a woman to a prominent role. “The work of women in the Curia has progressed
slowly but effectively. Now, we have many,” noted the Pope, and added “Women manage better than we men do.”

Clergymen, tremble! 22

Enjoy your weekend and have a good week!
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Jesus says [his people] are blessed because they are poor. In
what sense? In the sense that Jesus’ disciples do not find their
joy in money, power, or other material goods; but in the gifts
. they receive every day from God: life, creation, brothers and

sisters, and so on. These are gifts of life.
ANGELUS, ROM E, FEBRUARY 13, 2022

STUDIO ROMANTIC / SHUTTERSTOCK




Pastor’'s Point...

Dear Parishioners,

SECTION 1 - CARE FOR ONE’S NEIGHBOR:

The Good Samaritan takes responsibility for the man he finds half dead, investing in him not only with
the funds he has, but also with the funds he hopes to earn. Likewise, Christ invites us to such supernatural charity and to
identify witheveryone who is ill: “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for
me” (Mt 25:40).

Relationships built on the recognition of the fragility and vulnerability of the sick person are vital. Weakness makes us
conscious of our dependence on God. Every individual who cares for the sick has the moral responsibility to recognize

the inalienable good that is the human person and adhere to the highest standards of respect by safeguarding human life
until natural death. At work here is a contemplative gaze that beholds the existence of oneself and others as unique and
unrepeatable wonders—received and welcomed as a gift. This is the gaze of the one who, guided by faith, finds in illness the
readiness to abandon oneself to the Lord.

Medicine must therefore accept the limit of death as part of the human condition. When an illness is recognised to be
terminal, this dramatic reality must be communicated to the sick person both with great humanity and with openness in
faith to a supernatural horizon.

However, the impossibility of a cure where death is imminent does not entail the cessation of medical care. Communication
with the terminally ill patient must make it clear that care will be provided until the very end: “to cure if possible, always to
care.

Adequate care must provide necessary physical, psychological, social, familial, and religious support to the sick. The pastoral
care of all—family, doctors, nurses, and chaplains—can help the patient to persevere in sanctifying grace and to die in
charity and the love of God. Where faith is absent, fear of suffering and death is the main driver in attempts to control and
hasten death through euthanasia or assisted suicide.

Fr. Joe, Pastor, Vicar General
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Dear Padre,

I have always been an “every Sunday” Catholic. My problem is
that holy Communion doesn’t feel that special. | believe that
it’s the Body and Blood of Christ, but receiving feels “routine”
Sometimes I'm even distracted while receiving. Help?

Do you remember the story of the transfiguration of Jesus? (See Luke :
9:28-36.) Jesus took his three special disciples, Peter,James, and John, up on the mountain, and while Jesus
was praying, what did they do? They fell asleep! In the very presence of Jesus, their Lord and Master.

Human beings cannot maintain feelings of awe and ecstasy for long periods of time. We would be exhausted.
Feelings don’t always reflect the specialness of the moment. That is why good habits are so important. Feelings
may elude us, but we can fall back on the habit of Sunday Mass. Just as two contented, long-married people don’t
feel like they did on their honeymoon, they still quietly enjoy the habit of each other’s company.

Lent is coming soon. You might consider shaking up your routine a little. Attend one weekday Mass.

Prepare for Sunday Mass by reading the Scriptures for that Sunday and praying the entrance antiphon or the psalm.
If you don'’t already, consider volunteering as a choir member, lector, or extraordinary minister of holy Communion.
Meanwhile, continue to receive holy Communion, giving thanks that it is readily available,and perhaps offer a
prayer for communities where Communion every Sunday is not possible. s

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org



What is Happening in Our Diocese?

St. MICHAEL'S

e Fr.Joe will be leaves the island on Mon. Feb. 17 and returns
on Fri. Feb. 21 after attending Santo Domingo with the Neo-
Catechumenial Way. This will be his first experience of both the
conferences (convivence) and the country attending. Please
pray for him as he will continue to pray for you.

e EMMAUS Bible Study each Tuesday, at 3:0pm in the Pastor’s
Office

St. THERESA'S

e Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:30am.

Due to Bishop Wes’ absence, there will be no Portuguese
Mass this Saturday at 9:00am.

WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS and FRIDAYS at 12:10pm.
St. ANTHONY'S
e Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:15am
St. PATRICK'S
e Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:00am
e The Rosary is recited every, WEDNESDAY at 10:00am.

e Due to Bishop Wes’ absence, there will be NO 6pm
PORTUGUESE Mass Wednesday, February 19th.

e Adoration at St. Patrick’s on Thursdays during winter months
will take place at 6pm.

e A mass in Tagalog takes place on, THE SECOND FRIDAY of the
month at 7:00pm.

St. JOSEPH'S

e A Filipino mass is celebrated every, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH at 11:00am.

STELLA MARIS

e A Filipino mass is celebrated on the LAST Wednesday OF THE
MONTH at 7:00pm

St. THERESA'S GIFT SHOP is open, TUESDAYS and
SATURDAYS 10:00am-2:00pm.

Word of Life...

“We often assume parenthood happens easily after ‘I do,’
but for many married couples, it does not. For some, the

joy of conception never happens. Others suffer repeated
miscarriages. Still others experience secondary infertility...

If you experience difficulty bringing a child into your family,
know that you are not alone. God is with you, and his Church
desires to walk with you... God has a beautiful plan for your
life as a married couple.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Seven Considerations While Navigating Infertility” respectlife.org/navigating-infertility

THIS SUNDAY

Please come and join us!

VALENTINES @@@H AL

(oo, Gea & Biacuits

There will be a Valentine themed COFFEE SOCIAL THIS Sunday,
February 16th, after 10:15 Mass.

Please plan to attend and support your parish fellowship efforts.
When you join us, please share a savoury or sweet dish to help with
our refreshments. There will be special items for our little people too.
Come Join US!!!

If you are suffering
If you are not able to forgive
If you are surrounded by fear
If there are things you don’t understand in your life

”...Yahweh is waiting to be gracious to you...
blessed are all who hope in him”

COME & LISTEN!

Catechesis for Adults & Youth 13+
Mondays & Thursdays: 8:00 p.m.
Starting February 10th

St. Michael’s Church
#51 South Shore Road, Paget
TEL. or WhatsApp: 704-2255.

February is the Month
Dedicated to the

Holy Family

St. Joseph's Church

in Somerset

¢ BINGO

St. Joseph’s Church will hold a Valentine’s Themed Bingo
Saturday, 22nd February in the Parish Centre: Time 6:00 p.m.

Tickets: $20 Adults - $10 Children (includes a light supper of
soup, sandwiches, cake & cookies, plus 2 bingo cards): Raffles.

For Tickets Call Liz Card: 234-0872 or
email: lizatstjosephs@gmail.com

Parishioner Registration Forms...

We are working on updating our Parish Registry. We need YOUR help. Please update your Parish Registration details by completing the form
linked in the email blast or via hard copy collected from the entrances of the Church. Changes of Address, emails and contact, new baby etc.

I am emailing and calling everyone from our Diocesan Parish Software programme Parish list, however, many entries do not have updated
emails and phone numbers. Please check your Junk folder and reply ASAP to help. Thank you for your help. Karen Marsh, Parish Admin.




February 16, 2025

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle C

Our Sunday Readings

Blessings
& Woes

JEREMIAH 17:5-8

Reading closely

I. What are some reasons God’s people
would be wrong to trust in human beings?

2. What imagery does Jeremiah use to
describe those who don’t trust in God?

3. What imagery does Jeremiah use to
describe those who do trust in God?

4. How powerful do you find this imagery?

Which image seems to fit Jeremiah? Why?

6. How might the people have reacted to
these words?

Living the word

7. Describe a time you trusted in God.What
did that require of you?

8. When does it seem appropriate to trust in
human beings?

v

THE FIRST READING
Clear and present danger

Jeremiah lived when the southern kingdom of
Israel was constantly threatened by stronger
nations, from Assyria to Egypt to Babylon.The
northern part of Israel fell to Assyria in 722 BC,
so Jeremiah knew full well the dangers faced by
the people of the remaining southern kingdom.

Familiar imagery

Writers of this era frequently used imagery in
which they contrasted dead or dying vegetation
with flora that was healthy and flourishing. They
used such imagery in order to inspire people to
live virtuously. The reward of virtue was a long
and happy life.

In Psalm |, for example, the healthy tree
represents people who uphold God’s laws. These
people, the just, enjoy a long, prosperous life just
like trees that are near flowing water.

Trusting in God

For Jeremiah, the healthy trees represent those
who trust that God will protect them from
foreign nations and tribes. Israel shouldn’t ask
Egypt to help them fight Assyria, for example.

Other Israelites wanted to form such alliances.
Whenever Israel formed a military alliance with
a foreign nation or tribe, however, the Israelites
inevitably began to worship the other people’s
gods and goddesses. By not entering such
alliances, the people were far more likely to be
obedient and faithful to God, who had promised
to protect them.

by Edrianne Ezell | oursundayreadings.wordpress.com | eezell3@gmail.com



IGNORANCE OF SCRIPTURE IS IGNORANCE OF CHRIST st jeromE

LUKE 6:17, 20-26

Reading closely

I. What might be some differences between the
great crowd of disciples and the other people
who gather around Jesus?

2. Why do you think Luke notes that Jesus
teaches people on level ground?

3. How are the first three beatitudes
interconnected?

4. In what ways are the first three beatitudes

related to the fourth beatitude?

How are the woes interconnected?

6. How might people have reacted to these
beatitudes?

7. How might people have reacted to the woes?

8. Does Jesus condemn the rich?

9. How do you think Jesus wants the rich to
respond?

10. What does this passage reveal about God?

I 1. What does this passage reveal about God’s
kingdom?

Living the word

12. Does anything in this passage surprise you?

I 3. What aspects of your life does this passage
challenge you to change?

b

THE GOSPEL READING

Jesus’ teaching

By this point in Luke’s Gospel Jesus’ ministry is well
under way. He has expelled demons, cured the sick,
and called disciples, including the Twelve. Now we
begin hearing some of what Jesus preached.These
passages parallel Matthew 5—7.

There are notable differences between the
beatitudes in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Although the Gospel-writers modified the words
of Jesus that had been passed down to them, Jesus
himself probably did not say the exact same thing
every place he went.

Beatitudes and woes

Beatitude comes from the Latin word for blessed. In
the Old Testament, people are happy because God
has blessed them for being good and acting well.

(See Psalm |, Proverbs 3:13-18, and Sirach 14:1-2.)

Woe to you is an expression that many prophets
used in order to warn people that they would be
filled with sorrow and great distress because of their
sins. (See Isaiah 5:8,Amos 5:18, and Zephaniah 3:1.)

The Great Reversal

A major theme of Luke’s Gospel is the lifting up of
those who are poor; suffering, or in otherwise
vulnerable positions. God simultaneously humbles
those with wealth and power. This theme is in
Mary’s Magnificat, for example (1:46-55). Luke thus
pairs these particular beatitudes with their
corresponding woes.

Poverty

Luke’s beatitudes are in the second person. Jesus
speaks them directly to his listeners, making them
sound like a prophet’s pronouncement of judgment
as well as a call to rigorous self-examination.

These beatitudes highlight Luke’s critique of wealth.
The blessed are the economically poor, those who
hunger physically and suffer because of it. God
favors these weaker members of society.

God’s concern for the most vulnerable members
of society is evident throughout the Bible, yet
society tends to favor the rich and powerful. Jesus
insists that God welcomes into his kingdom those
whom others have neglected or excluded. Jesus
strongly rebukes those who ignore the poor and
relish their wealth and status.

PRAYER
by St. Clement of Rome
We beg you, Lord, to help and defend us.

Deliver the oppressed,

pity the lowly, raise the fallen,

show your face to the needy, heal the sick,
bring back those who have gone astray,
feed the hungry, lift up the weak,

and deliver captives.

Let all nations know that you alone are God,
Jesus Christ is your Son,
and we are your people, the sheep you pasture.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.




